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Kansas leads the world in the success of each student. 

Kindergarten Readiness Resources 
The Kansas State Board of education sets our Kansans Can vision for education: Kansas leads 
the world in the success of each student. All children are ready to enter kindergarten when 
they meet the age requirement – five years old on or before August 31. The following 
resources can help families, teachers and school leaders become more kindergarten ready. 

For Families: 
The Kansas State Board of Education has identified Kindergarten Readiness as a key outcome 
for measuring progress toward our Kansans Can vision. This means that each student will 
enter kindergarten at age five socially, emotionally, and academically prepared for 
success. Regular kindergarten classrooms are expected to meet the needs of all incoming 
kindergarteners. 

The Kindergarten in Kansas guide for families is available in English, Spanish, Arabic, Burmese, 
Swahili and Vietnamese. The Kansas Parent Information Resource Center can provide free 
hard copies. Click here to order copies of Kindergarten in Kansas, or contact Natalie Schweda. 
Note page 7: Entering kindergarten is a big milestone. Parents worry their child may “not be ready” 
but… All children are ready to enter kindergarten when they meet the age requirement – five on or 
before Aug. 31 of their kindergarten year. 

For Teachers: 
Are you ready to meet the needs of all students who are eligible to attend kindergarten? Here 
are some resources to support kindergarten ready classrooms: 

• The Kansas Full Day Kindergarten Guide shares guidance on age-appropriate
expectations for kindergarten students, which includes including developmentally
appropriate practice (play). The National Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) has additional resources. Several Kansas schools have enjoyed using
Purposeful Play for a book study.

• Do expectations align with the Kansas Early Learning Standards?

• Engaging with families to better understand children’s development prepares children,
families and schools for a successful start to the kindergarten 
year. Review Kindergarten Readiness Snapshot information. Note 
that Snapshot data should not be used to discourage age-eligible 
students from entering kindergarten. 

https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergarteninKansas-English.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergarteninKansas-Spanish.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergareninKansas-Arabic.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergarteninKansas-Burmese.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergarteninKansas-Swahili.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KindergarteninKansas-Vietnamese.pdf
https://www.ksdetasn.org/kpirc/kansas-parent-information-resource-center
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9BH7morL8ZY7kFcmFg_n80OUMypfY1yM8q6VfBAAXGJwjbQ/viewform
mailto:nschweda@kpirc.org?subject=Kindergarten%20in%20Kansas%20booklets
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/Kansas_Full-Day_Kindergarten_Guide.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap
https://bookshop.org/p/books/purposeful-play-a-teacher-s-guide-to-igniting-deep-and-joyful-learning-across-the-day-alison-porcelli/8941611?ean=9780325077888&next=t
https://kels.ksde.gov/
https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Early_Childhood/Kindergarten_Readiness
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For Administrators/School Leaders: 
The Kansans Can Star Recognition Program recognizes district success in the outcome 
measures Kansans told us they value, including Kindergarten Readiness. In order to be eligible 
for recognition in this area, a district must be in compliance with the following: All families of 
children who are age-eligible for kindergarten (5 years old on or before Aug. 31) are encouraged to 
enroll their children in kindergarten. All children are welcomed – as they are – into heterogeneous 
kindergarten settings; they are not segregated into extra-year programs prior to or following regular 
kindergarten. 

The following resources from well-respected early childhood organizations describe why 
institutionalizing redshirting policies or segregated kindergarten programs is concerning: 

• Still Unacceptable Trends in Kindergarten Entry and Placement, developed by the
National Association of State Leaders in Early Education and endorsed by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children in 2001.

• The Power of Kindergarten: 10 Policies Leading to Positive Child Outcomes, adopted by
the National Association of State Leaders in Early Education in 2013. Policy #10 is that
all schools should not ‘red-shirt’ or recommend that parents hold out their age-eligible
children, nor offer a sequenced two-year program with the intention that some children
complete two years of kindergarten instruction.

Several Kansas administrators have appreciated Leading Learning Communities: A Principal’s 
Guide to Early Learning and the Early Grades (Pre-K – 3rd Grade), from the National 
Association of Elementary School Principals in partnership with the National P-3 Center. 

You can find additional resources to strengthen kindergarten readiness here. 

For more information, contact: 

Amanda Petersen 
Director 
Early Childhood 
Amanda.Petersen@ksde.gov  

Kansas State Department of Education 
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212 

www.ksde.gov  

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age 
in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 
person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of 
General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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https://www.ksde.gov/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/Communications-and-Recognition-Programs/Vision-Kansans-Can/Kansans-Can-Star-Recognition
https://www.naslee.org/_files/ugd/1a4411_68326bb882444e0ead85a8c72d03a5e7.pdf
https://www.naslee.org/_files/ugd/1a4411_e11ae61a9fa9429ab0f806c34fff4f08.pdf
https://www.naesp.org/resources/publications/leading-pre-k-3-learning-communities/
https://www.naesp.org/resources/publications/leading-pre-k-3-learning-communities/
https://kschildrenscabinet.gov/project/mou-toolkit/
mailto:Amanda.Petersen@ksde.gov
http://www.ksde.gov/
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